


How your work will be marked 

ART AND DESIGN IN CONTEXT  
LEVEL 3 UNIT 01  
 
All your photography coursework will be marked through different unit assessment criteria. 
There are pass, merit and distinction elements for each. For this transition pack your work will 
be most relevant to unit 1– Art and Design in Context. (See below).  



TASK 1 

Below are examples of the equipment you will be using for this course. The camera is a 

Cannon EOS 600D. The bottom image is an example of the type of studio you will be work-

ing in.  

Research and find out what the elements below are called. On the next page, give a brief 

description of what they are and why they are used.  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 



 

 

Number and name 

of equipment 

Brief description/explanation of use 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   

6.   

7.   

8.   



Task 2 

For task 3 you must follow the steps below to create a mini project. This task is set out in 

the same way your coursework units will be.  

Create portrait photos for a modelling company.  Keep all your work in order in a folder.  

1. Research 

Research one of the following photographers; David Bailey, Ben Toms,  Spencer Murphy 

and Nick Knight. Print off at least 6 of their portrait photographs. Research how and why 

they work in that way.  Place in the front of your folder.  

2. Experiment Photo-shoot 1 

Try to recreate a couple of the photos you have researched. They don’t have to be exactly 

the same– you are just using them for inspiration.  

Your portraits can be of any person of any age, shape, size or gender etc.  You can use 

different backgrounds, lights, or even paired shots. Experiment as much as you can to find 

the best results.  

3. Review 

Print off a contact sheet* see below of a selection of your photos (around 20)- include 

those that have not worked well. Put in your folder– named photo-shoot 1. For 3 of them, 

describe what you did to create the photo. Then evaluate the photo, giving strengths and 

weaknesses. Explain how you could improve it if you were to do it again. Place in your fold-

er. * 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Modify 

Now you have seen what worked and what didn't, do a second photo-shoot, making the 

appropriate changes to make improvements from photo-shoot 1. Again print off a contact 

sheet and put in your folder– named photo-shoot 2.  

5. Evaluate 

Pick your best photo and evaluate. Explain the strengths and weaknesses and why you 

think it is the best. Relate back to the photographer you researched and explain why they 



 

 Task 3 

 

For this task you are being asked to  ‘Explain how media and materials are used in the 
work of others to convey ideas’. To do this you need to look at existing work and analyse 
them- pick them apart, what’s good/bad. 

  

What you need to do: 

Look at the list of photographers below and have a look at their work. Pick 1 of them. 

  

Research their work and use the help sheet (appendix 1) to answer questions about 
their work. Then write up this information in an essay format.  Write one mini essay 
(roughly 500 words).  

  

  

SUGGESTED PHOTOGRAPHERS; 

James Nachtwey 

Steve McCurry- Religion 

Dorothea Lange- Human suffering 

Robert Doisneau- Day to day life 

Cecil Beaton- War 

Alfred Eisenstaedt- V.J Day in Times Square 

Eddie Adams- execution in Saigon 

David Goldblatt 

  

  

  

  



APPENDIX 1- Artist Analysis Help sheet 

 

When analysing an artist or photographer’s work break it down in to 3 parts; SUBJECT, MA-
TERIALS, ATMOSHPERE 

 

The subject; Describe/explain 

 WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT THEIR WORK? 

 WHAT CAN YOU SEE IN THE PICTURE? 

 WHAT IS HAPPENING? 

 Is there anything happening at the time it was taken which influenced the image– e.g 
war, famine, revolutions etc 

 

The materials; 

 WHAT MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUES HAS THE ARTIST USED? 

 WHAT COLOURS DOES THE ARTIST USE? 

 COMPOSITION (the layout– what is it made up of) 

Describe the composition; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The atmosphere;   

 WHAT MOOD DOES THIS CREATE?- HOW? Lighting, colour, layout, background etc. 

 WHY HAVE YOU CHOSEN THIS IMAGE? 

 

Juxtaposition Symmetry 

Repetition Rule of thirds 

Rule of odd and even Rule of space 

Balance Simplification 

Line Colour 

Tone Texture 

Space Framing 

Cropping Tone 


